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"We understand that Your Highness, in common
with most of the Ruling Princes, views the scheme for the
Government of India contained in the White Paper with
considerable apprehension.
"We would like to assure you that this apprehension
is shared by a large and growing number of people in
this country, who are determined to do everything in
their power to prevent the scheme from being passed by
Parliament. We recognise that Your Highness, as Chan-
celloi of the Chamber of Princes, with the help of your
Standing Committee, has power to avert this great danger.
Time and again the British Government have stated that
they will not proceed upon their course, unless the
Princes of India support the scheme.
"In our opinion, therefore, it is only necessary for
the majority of the Princes to make it clear that they
are against the scheme. We can well understand the
sort of pressure which is brought to bear upon you and!
your colleagues, but we venture to assure you that whereas
if you yield, your destruction is certain, if you stand
firm you have nothing to fear."
On December 5th, a few days after the publication
of the Joint Committee Report, five members of the
Indian Chamber of Princes, including the Chancellor
and the Pro-Chancellor, addressed a communication
to the Viceroy of India, and to Major C. S. Courtauld,.
M.P., declaring that unless the Report contained
essential conditions on which the Princes are pre-
pared to federate the Chamber of Princes will b&
absolutely free to reconsider its position.